2008 Steelers Flag Football
www.cavecreekfootball.com
Team Rules and Discipline Letter

Welcome to the 2008 Season!  

This letter outlines the rules and code of conduct by which all players, parents, coaches, and staff will abide.  

Overall Philosophy:   

This program is designed to be a fun learning experience for our children.  However, football should not be the most important aspect of your child’s life.  Family and school come before football.  In the event there are family issues or underperformance at school, we understand and support you.
Our goal as a coaching staff is to ensure our boys have fun, learn the basics of football and team sports. Mistakes will happen, and the teaching will focus on positive reinforcement.  We ask the children to give 100%; and parents to get them to practices/games on time.  

Our objective will be to win every game we play.  However, that is not our number one priority.  Our single most important objective will be to make each player feel like they are a hero…and part of a larger cohesive unit--The Team.  With that hopefully comes a sense of accomplishment, pride, sportsmanship, and fun.  If your goal is to win at all costs, please share that with the Head Coach and he will find you another team that shares that philosophy.  You will not hurt anyone’s feelings, and will only avoid later conflict.
Our goal is to develop each child’s potential and to put the best team on the field each week.  As parents, you should discuss your child’s development and enjoyment of football, and work with your child to improve their skills throughout the season.   

As you will quickly see, some children are more athletic than others.  We will do our best to maximize your son’s talents, but we will put our better players in the key positions.  Not every child will be able to play every position (i.e. quarterback or running back) and you may want to share that with your child before the season begins.  No matter what position your child plays, we’ll do our best to build their self esteem.
Football, even “flag” football, is a contact sport.  We will do everything to maintain a safe learning environment, but the kids will be making physical contact with each other.  Some will undoubtedly be scrapped and/or injuries can occur.  We will always take and over cautious approach in dealing with injury.  

Attendance:

Please don’t be late to practices, games, or events throughout the season. The coaching staff is committed to beginning and ending on time and your child’s learning experience is enhanced if ALL players are present for the events.  If you are going to miss a practice or game, please give the coaches as much notice as possible.  Please call.
Please pick up your child on time from the practice and/or game fields.  No child will be left alone on the practice field.  And if there’s an emergency, please call one of the coach’s cell phones.  
The coaching staff will contact you via email and cell phone in the event of a cancellation of practice/game/event.

While all children will play a minimum number of plays each game, those with better attendance will play more since they will understand the game/plays.  
Conditioning and hydration:

The practices will challenge your child’s physical condition.  This is an important component of the game and will ultimately reduce the risk of injury, and is especially true the first several weeks of practice. 
Hydration is critical.  Your child should drink plenty of fluids before the practices/games.  Water or some sport drinks are usually the best.  We will provide water for all practices and games.   
General Rules:

Fighting, cursing, rude gestures, or engaging in unsportsmanlike behavior or harmful techniques will NEVER be tolerated at practice, during a game, or at any league event.  This includes parent and family member actions on the sidelines during a game or practice.  We will provide a positive, productive environment for the children, and we expect the same from all involved.  
The head coach is the final authority on situations surrounding sportsmanship and will discipline the player(s) as necessary.
Only authorized personnel with assigned badges are allowed on the game field. 
I HAVE READ THE TEAM RULES AND DISCIPLINE LETTER.  

I UNDERSTAND EVERY STATEMENT, AND WILL COMPLY FULLY.
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Signature of parent
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